
 
2026 Bass Audition Packet 

2026 VYOA auditions at the Elley-Long Music Center will include:  
1.​ Scale & arpeggio: Prepare one major OR one minor scale of your choice with 

corresponding arpeggio. The scale and arpeggio should be played at a minimum tempo 
of quarter note = 80. Prepare the number of octaves that best represents your range of 
ability. The scale and arpeggio do not need to be memorized.  

2.​ Solo of your choice (without accompaniment): Prepare a brief solo that best 
demonstrates your technical and expressive capabilities. 2 minutes of your solo will be 
heard, so select a starting point that will showcase your best playing. Your piece does 
not need to be memorized. 

3.​ Sight Reading: A short passage appropriate for your level will be selected by the 
adjudicators and will be provided in the audition. 

4.​ Orchestral excerpt: Choose ONE of the excerpts from the list below and prepare it to 
the best of your ability. Fingerings, bowings, and tempos given are suggestions and you 
will not be penalized for deviating from them.  

 
 

Excerpt A 
Mark Alpízar 

Example Recording 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aqIxatEze1LsgLHJmKqitiSke3dIYhfV/view?usp=share_link


 
 

Excerpt B 
Henry Purcell, Arr. Merle J. Isaac. Minuet from Abdelazer. Quarter Note = 92. Omit repeats. 

Example Recording 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kI7Dn3VYS4c&list=RDkI7Dn3VYS4c&start_radio=1
Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line

Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line



Excerpt C 
Mozart- Symphony No. 40, Mvt. III 

Quarter Note=152. Omit repeats in the audition. 
Reference Recording 

https://youtu.be/CJkUpFWAIm4?t=1050
Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line

Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line



 
Excerpt D 

Tchaikovsky- Symphony No. 6, Mvt. 3 
4/4 (12/8) time, 152 BPM. Big beat always stays the same. 

Example Recording 

https://youtu.be/jqq31QZU7sg?t=1657
Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line

Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line



 
 

Excerpt E 
Bartok- Concerto for Orchestra, Mvt. 5 “Finale” 

2/4 Time, quarter note=146. 
Example Recording 

 

https://youtu.be/dIYUNOBPXL4?t=352
Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line

Vermont Youth Orchestra Association
Polygonal Line


